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What Would JC’s Place Do
Without Dedicated Volunteers ?
JC’s Place Volunteers were able to
give out hand-decorated, homemade, Valentines Cookies as we
made our run on February 13th.

Opioid & Mental Crisis Compounded
What is the Opioid Crisis?
A crisis that is a complex public health issue. Many factors led to the significant increase in opioid-related overdoses today. Some of these factors include:
• high rates of opioid prescribing
• the emergence of strong synthetic opioids in the illegal drug supply –
such as fentanyl and carfentanil
Opioids such as fentanyl, morphine, oxycodone and hydromorphone
are medications that can help relieve pain.
Opioids are drugs that affect your mind, mood, and mental processes
and can also cause euphoria, or the feeling of being “high.” This
creates the potential for them to be used improperly. Government of
Canada Website

JC’s Place Ministries wants to thank
Janice Raymond of West Lincoln,
for the production and decorating
of these beautiful cookies. We had
to limit the gift to one per customer
Inside this issue
Opioid and Mental Crisis Compounded ............................................... 1
Direct Report from John &
Pam………...2

What Makes Opioid Crisis Worse . . . Mental Health Crisis
JC’s Place Ministries volunteers are seeing and encountering mental
health issuses as we serve on the streets of Niagara Falls. How do we
know? We are not the experts but if we read the question listed below
the answer is yes we have met persons who would answer affirmatively
to all of the question. Not just one or two. The evidence is not hidden, it
is in plain sight and the epidemic is getting worse. We are told that 1 in 5
Canadians will deal with some type of mental health issue, but when
combined with drugs and achohol there is a compound reaction.
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Special Needed Items:
• Gloves and Mittens
• Winter Boots
• Winter Coats
• Blankets/Sleeping Bags
• Volunteer Call 365-880-0818
• Hotel Soaps, Shampoos etc
• Women’s Hygiene Products
• Small Tents for Winter

Direct Report From John and Pam

on the streets . . .

JC’s Place Ministries CLOSED and not on the Road . . . really? After wind warnings, of 100
km/h or 63 mph and caution to watch for flying debris and falling trees and branches issued by
Environment Canada Weather Services, it was decided to keep all vehicles and personnel at
home on Sunday March 6, 2022 to keep everyone safe. As Sunday morning dawned sunny
bright and clear after the storm front had passed through Niagara in the predawn hours, leadership began to question whether the correct decision had been made. All looked quiet calm
and peaceful; however, as the morning progressed, the wind did pick up a bit. Leadership reconsidered and decided to send a limited crew of 2 on the road with the small vehicle and only
soup and buns for lunch.
Even with everyone seeking shelter, our volunteers were able to locate 20 people. The winds
intensity did increase and every time the back of the SUV was opened, it grabbed things and
blew it down the road, and sent our volunteers scrambling to retrieve the articles. It was best
that most of our volunteers had the day off to enjoy family time and regeneration.
One of the persons we service often was very angry. Her buggy (shopping cart) was blown
over by the wind and all of her belongings were strewn across and down the road. The wind
was so fierce that one side of her pants were ripped off and she was cold and in need of help.
Even though the temperature hit a high of 61o F, the wind will very quickly cool the body, if unprotected.
Another scene was of a different compassion. Even though some do not have much of this
world’s goods, the spirit of wanting to help and share is present. One of our regulars came out
with 2 cans of beans and macaroni for the Ministry, and these were shared immediately with
someone else in need.
At another stop the previous week, we found that the sister of the lady we minister to was
missing and feared dead, because of no contact or news. However, we discovered the sister
had been found, and was fine and in good condition.
There is a sad reality going on in the homeless community, and that is the frequent and heavy
use of drugs. The previous week, a man had asked for help with clothing, and this week we
found him so spaced out that there was no care or want of receiving the clothing. Drugs had
replaced the need for everything. Often times drug use is not done alone. In this case, there
were three others also so far out of it that nothing else mattered.
At another stop on this day a lady quietly told me that she takes 4 shots a day for diabetes
and, though not in need of physical help, was definitely in need of compassion and caring.
At the Coronation Warming Centre, a nurse came out to the SUV and asked if we had shoes
onboard. She had a client whose foot was swollen from cuts and needed shoes two sizes larger to protect his feet while compensating for the bandages. It was fortunate that the right size
was available, as the big van was not travelling with us today. It is amazing and is repeated
over and over, that upon receiving a specific request like this the right size of shoe is available. Just like it was planned many days ago, that the item needed would be available. Of
course, the nurse was grateful and appreciative that the help could be rendered.
Over the years, calls have come to me that are of a personal nature, and very distressing. I
pray, each and every time, that I might be given the correct words to say to encourage and
build confidence so the proposed event does not happen. “I’m fed up with life.” “I don’t want to
live anymore.” “It’s no use to continue to kid myself; it’s all over.” “I’m calling to say goodbye
and thanks for the HELP.” “You’re the only one I trust.” What are you suppose to do? How do
you help? What is wrong with this crazy world that life is not worth living? Please pray for me
that I may be strengthened and given the right words to say that each and every precious life
may be spared. I need the prayers of those that support JC’s Place Ministries with goods,
funds and prayers. Being involved is mentally and spiritually draining at times. Yet,

sometimes, there are good times to lift us up.
Another issue plaguing our motel residents is bed bugs. Does anyone know of a good
solution to keep the critters away and out?
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90 Year Old Mom to Married Daughter . . .
MK related: I was given these two knitted bears for Christmas, but, in my small
room, all they are doing is collecting dust. I move them from here to there, to
there, and there again.” “What should I do with them?” I asked my daughter.
Daughter’s response: “Give them to Carl to give away with JC’s Place Ministries”.
Guess what? The daughter’s response is 200% correct. It has been literally amazing that, when a stuffy has been given at the right moment, it is cherished, just
like when a child receives her first doll for Christmas.
There was a certain Top-hatted Bear that brought joy to a family for many Christmases, but then the children left home and the parents downsized. Top-hatted
Bear was given to a bedridden gentleman and his house-bound wife for Christmas, to bring joy again to special hearts. When the gentleman passed to his rest
and the wife downsized to a senior’s apartment, the Bear came to the Ministry.
Finally, after our Christmas run this past year, Top-hatted Bear found a new home
--with a lady who loved him just like a pet. A few weeks ago on a visit with the
lady she mentioned that Bear no longer sang and danced his song. She was promised that Bear would be fixed and returned on the next run for JC’s Place Ministires. Fortunately, after cleaning the acid off the battery terminals and installing
new batteries, Top-hatted Bear again sang “Have yourself a Merry Little Christmas”, and is back in loving arms again for the next chapter of his journey. Knitted
Bears are still looking for the right home to cheer up.

Please Donate

Needed a 8-10 Person Passenger Van

Backpack Project for Homeless . . .
Needs a Project Co Ordinator Now ! ! !

www.JCsPlace.org is now working. Please join our page and recommend
us to your friends. You are now able to donate online . . . Thank you!
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What does a Mental Health Crisis look like?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Thinking about ending your life or have attempted to end your life
Thinking about hurting others or have hurt someone
Experiencing voices commanding you to hurt yourself or others
Making choices that put you in serious danger
Not being able to care for yourself, which puts you at risk
Experiencing serious medication side effects such as swollen tongue, difficulty swallowing, unusual
eye movements, severe muscle rigidity, etc.
7. Thinking about or have taken a drug overdose
8. Consuming excessive quantities of alcohol and combining this with prescription or other medications.

Quoting from a website Lausanne Movement
There is a growing global mental health movement around the world today;[1] and the global church is beginning to recognize mental health problems, which are the leading cause of disability worldwide—more disabling
than such conditions as heart disease, stroke, or diabetes[2]—as a major ministry priority.
Mental health problems are usually the result of a combination of many factors, including family environment,
biology, personality, spirituality, and challenging community contexts, including poverty and violence. Increasingly, the impacts of traumatic events such as childhood abuse, interpersonal violence, or natural disasters are
being recognized as major causes of mental health problems.

What the Pandemic has done to the price of the van we need to purchase ^^^
We missed the perfect fit again.
Yet, we believe God is leading.
There will be another one coming our way

Continued from Page 2 . . . Direct Report from Pam and John

As I close my thoughts today I am emotionally and spiritually tired. Not many persons understand the desperate situation people are in, who live on the streets or who have just made it off the lowest level, to a temporary
motel room with high rents. There are many, many stories I cannot share with you, my public, and many things
you cannot understand until you are down in the trenches with dirty hands, helping out. Statistics show that
3% of a city’s population cause 90% of all the problems and JC’s Place Ministries has tapped into that portion.
They need spiritual salt and light in their confused lives and hopefully the Ministry brings some stability into
that confusion. Thank you for listening. They need Jesus.
~ John and Pam

JC’s Place Ministries

YOUR LOGO HERE

a mobile ministry of the
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