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Project . . . Sleeping Bags !
JC’s Place Ministries Needs . . .
During the last few weeks on the road with the Ministry van there has
been one constant question, “Do you have any blankets or sleeping
bags?” This past Sunday on our run we had 9 blankets on board and we
gave them all out to the homeless who were sleeping on concrete ledges, under building roof overhangs, in make shift tents, in business entry
ways, and on the ground.
Have you ever been chilled to the bone? Were your teeth chattering? I
remember late August 1963, camping with my family in Algonquin Park.
The temperature must have dipped to below Zero Celsius, for when I
woke that morning, I was frozen, so to speak, chilled to the bone, and
shivering uncontrollably. That didn’t last long after warming by the fire,
and the next night the problem was solved by taking to bed a large granite boulder that had been warmed by the open fire and wrapped in a
towel. Toasty all night long. What if you do not have a tent or a sleeping
bag, nor a fire? What then? You would be chilled to the bone, and frozen, so to speak, and asking for warm clothes and protective gear.
Join us in making Project Sleeping Bags a reality for the Niagara homeless. Princess Auto has shipping blankets going on sale on October 11 for
$8.50 per blanket and tarps for $6.99. Not much, you say, until you have
to buy 50 pieces of each! The goal is to make 50 sleeping bags, each with
a bivy cover (1 shipping blanket and 1 tarp cover) for a total of $875.19
including taxes.
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Special Needed Items:
• Pen Pals for 2 lonely persons
• 50 Decorated Christmas
Cookies 6” Dia
• 50 Christmas Cards
• Volunteer Call 365-880-0818
• Hotel Soaps, Shampoos etc

How many bags will you donate?

• Small Tents for Winter

Donate by eTransfer donate@JCsPlace.org or a cheque to Niagara Falls
SDA Church (memo JCsPM) 2408 Smithville Road, Smithville On L0R 2A0.

• Winter Coats-Gloves-Scarves

(To receive a charitable receipt, include your name and address, Please.)

• Sleeping Bags & Blankets

• Financial Donation eTransfer
donate@JCsPlace.org

Direct Report From John and Pam

on the streets . . .

Recently we approached a man with a long beard, slouched over in his wheelchair, not looking so
good, with his dog laying beside him. We brought him some food and water along with some dog biscuits for his special friend. I (John) knelt down on one knee and asked him, politely and quietly, why he
was in the wheelchair. With sincerity in his voice, he related about a disease he contracted years ago,
causing the physical condition of being unable to use his legs anymore. We asked if we could offer a
pray for him and he nodded a yes followed by a please.
We prayed that trust in Jesus would be restored in his heart, that there would be a time when and
where he will walk again, with no more tears or sickness or sadness. After the prayer we noticed the
man sobbing. I (John) gave him a hearty hug and the book Steps to Christ, suggesting he could and
should read it and on our next visit, we would enjoy talking and discussing what he had read. Looking
up with teary watery eyes he said, “Yes, let's do that”. On another note, a young girl spoke with us,
crying as she hugged Pam, telling us she is selling herself to survive on the streets.
The text in Rev 21:4 “He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow
or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”
Sunday Sept 26th late afternoon we were finishing up our ministry route, after tending to the needs of
40 + people, and we had one, and only ONE (1), meal left. Driving back to home base, a woman yelled
out from across the busy intersection where we were making a turn for home, carrying all her belongings. We heard her yell, “Do you have any food?”. Quickly, through the busy traffic on Lundy’s Lane,
our Ministry Van and SUV, turned into a parking lot. The small woman came slowly forward and gratefully received food, water, socks, snack packs and some undergarments. We stayed and chatted
awhile and found out she was homeless and had recently lost her husband and daughter, two sad
blows. Noticing she had scars under her neck, we made inquiries as to what had happened. She explained that she had undergone 3 heart surgeries, and was due for another one. We hugged
and encouraged her, gave her some precious reading material, saying we hoped we would meet again.
She told us other people told her about JC’s Place Ministries; she recognized the logo on the truck.
What is remembered about her is her thankful and upbeat attitude after all she had gone through and
was yet facing. This encounter certainly spoke to us. How can we mumble, grumble and complain
about far lesser things in our lives?! Lord, Thank You for this lady’s joy you brought into our lives.
1Thessolonians 5:18 Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances for this is God’s
will for you in Christ Jesus
Some more positive newsy items: The Ministry received a $200 donation; more socks and hygiene
products were dropped off at John and Pam’s front door. Another man is doing Bible Studies in his
tent with us. He is highly respected by the homeless; they go to him for advice and a safe place to fall
and share; he has been sharing about God’s love, and wants to work with the Ministry to help those in
need.
God is opening doors! Yesterday, another man called, needing to get back to God and wanting to belong to the men's Bible study group.
So much more going on, not enough time to write it all down.
~ John and Pam
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Man’s Best Friend. ..
I (John) drove down a back road and
saw a middle-aged man sitting in a
ditch, a thick forest behind him. I
pulled over and introduced myself.
He had recently lost his dog, and
had returned to the place where
they both had lived for a long time.
He told me he had nowhere to go,

JC’s Place Ministry Van on Location West Lincoln Farmers Market

West Lincoln Farmers’ Market
We were again privileged to set up the JC’s Place Ministry Van for the Farmer’s
Market. It appeared that we were going to have a light traffic day as the crowd
was not very big or steady. A young lady came by and began to talk with Sharon
about how she had felt so cramped for space and fresh air, that she had to get out
of the house (cabin fever, I think). After looking at the free books we had on display, she was particularly interested in two books but chose to come back later on
her way out of the market. Sharon encouraged her to stop by on her return. Later in the day she again stopped by, and when Sharon asked if she had a special
burden and needed prayer, she shared that her brother was off his medications,
was now in hospital, and needed special help medically and a place to stay and be
safe; she feared for his safety. Our volunteers Daniel, Sharon, and Carl, with Pastor Rui, had a special pray for her fears and concerns, asking for divine intervention. We received an email from her at 12:30 am on Saturday. Her brother was
being released from hospital and discharged into a shelter with a bed and medical
care, a safe place for him to stay. This all happened in a matter of hours compared to the 3 weeks she and others had been looking and trying to find a place
for her brother to stay. Her words, “I am so happy to report the above news and .
. .the power of prayer!!! I still can hardly believe it, and my relief is tremendous!
We were able to locate one of the books she wanted and await her pick up of the
new reading material and a quilt for her brother.

and memories of time spent with his
companion dog were all that were
left. He began to weep, became very
confused. So I returned home, got
food, water, and a Tim Horton’s Card
to buy some coffee to keep him going. Chatting for another 30 minutes
brought calm, and singing a hymn and
praying about his situation brought
more peace to the weary soul. This
man was baptized years ago, but lost
his way and wandered about in this
troubled world. Giving him a pocket
Bible and talking about forgiveness,
eased his soul. Things he had done
were weighing heavy on him during
this special talk time. I recommended
that he read in his new Bible 1 John
1:9 If we confess our sins, He is

faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. He opened the Bible and quietly read this special
text. I could see the tears like a waterfall running from his eyes. Putting the
Bible against his chest and looking to
the sky, the words “Thank You, Jesus.” came from his lips. At this time I
(John) noticed white horizontal lines
on his right arm and realized how
many times he had cut himself in desperation of body, soul and mind. Later I was able to visit and he agreed to
do Bible studies at his Camp.
Blessings, and thank you for your
prayers and support . . .
~ John
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Special Happenings That Make an Impact . . .
1.
Today has been a special and busy day for JC's Place Ministries. Carl had a business associate call,
wanting to know if we could use farm fresh eggs in the Ministries’ Feeding Program, and of course the answer
was, Yes. The folks on the street need protein as well as just sandwiches and treats in their lunch packages.
So I picked up 50 dozen (600) farm fresh eggs, imagine driving down the road with flats of open eggs in the
back, and yes it was like walking on eggs but driving with eggs, being very careful to avoid the creation of an
omelette mix. This is God's way of opening the doors for us to provide a more balanced meal to the homeless;
there isn't much protein in PBJ or Lettuce and Tomatoe sandwiches or Veggie Wraps. Two ladies here in
Smithville volunteered to boil the eggs and to package them for us to pass out on the streets.
2.
A lady dropped off 3 bags of clothing, and inquired if we would be looking for coats, blankets, warm
clothing, and sleeping bags soon. Again the answer was, Yes, for the weather has turned and the average
temperatures are in the mid 50’s and heading lower as the days go by.
3.
Another lady recommended a place where we might be able to obtain socks, the #1 asked for item on
the streets. After some investigation and discussion, we have been blessed with more than socks; running
shoes and undergarments which are also asked for by the homelSess.
4.
Carl took 17.5 dozen (210) eggs to Men's Ministry Hamilton to serve those folks there. Leader Roger
says, “Blessings to your Ministry. It is good to see that JC’s Place Ministries has started and is being effective
on the streets.”
5.
We might yet have another method of obtaining socks if Burlington and Oakville will allow the Santa
Clause Parades to run this year.
6.
There is much more work to do. John has at least 6 Bible studies on the go, and the local communities
are talking about and supporting JC's Place Ministries. Thank you, West Lincoln.

Looming Crisis . . . Still valid

We are hearing distressing news from the homeless who have been moved
to motel housing from off the streets, that a crisis is looming of a proportion that is as yet undetermined. The impact of
covid-19 has affected landlords and tenants. The rent relief has assisted many tenants to remain in their accommodations, but others have not kept up with their rental fees. The ban or hold on evictions has stopped motel owners from
evicting anyone who has not paid their rental fees. Many have told the Ministry volunteers that with the rental protection removal by the provincial government, they have been issued or are being threatened with eviction notices. This
process will occur in October, forcing more people onto the streets at the beginning of the cold weather season. The
courts are backlogged, and these new cases will not get a hearing in time to prevent this situation from occurring. JC’s
Place has a limited budget that is already stretched to the limit; with this crisis comes a need for more food, warm clothing, and supplies on our truck, and continued and extra financial support. The Ministry has been offering prayers of support with many of these motel residents looking for a solution to their housing dilemma.

JC’s Place Ministries

YOUR LOGO HERE

a mobile ministry of the
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